
INTRODUCTION

Bringing them home, the report of the National Inquiry into the Separation of Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Children From Their Families (April 1997), showed how important it is that Aboriginal

people affected by forcible removal receive information about their families and their origins. The

lack of this knowledge has caused distress for many people over many years.

In response to Recommendation 23 of Bringing them home, the Western Australian Government

established a Records Taskforce to identify, locate and preserve records associated with Aboriginal

people. The members of the taskforce have worked together to locate government and non-

government records relating to Aboriginal people in Western Australia. Extensive negotiations have

occurred with church groups who hold relevant records of cultural significance. Indexes of these

records have been obtained for use as reference points by the Department for Community

Development’s Family Information Records Bureau, which is a ‘first stop shop’ for Aboriginal people

seeking this information.

Looking West — A Guide to Aboriginal Records in Western Australia is the culmination of this work.

This guide details the location of records, type of service, years of operation, information in records

and contact details.

The Government recognises the responsibilities of past policies and, in doing so, will continue to

review and improve the way in which information is delivered as more becomes available. This guide

will continue to grow as new collections are identified. 

To ensure that the collection remains up-to-date the guide will be regularly updated by the

Department for Community Development’s Family Information Records Bureau.

The guide may be viewed on the Department for Community Development’s website at

http://www.lookingwest.communitydevelopment.wa.gov.au.

Printed May 2004

Disclaimer

The information in this book is provided in good faith on the basis that the State Records Taskforce,

Government of Western Australia shall not be liable for any loss, damage and injury arising in connection

with the information included herein, howsoever caused.

Every reasonable effort has been made to ensure the information was accurate at the time of printing.

ii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The following members of the State Records Taskforce have made significant contributions to the

development of this guide:

Department for Community Development

Peter Wimsett (Chair) 

Jillian Lewis (Project Manager) 

Diane Moore (Executive Officer)

Wendy Dawson 

Marie Waldeck

Wendy Ashwin 

Department of Indigenous Affairs

Chris Cottier 

Julie Hayden

Department of Health

Neil Fong 

Gerrie Williams 

State Records Office

Tony Caravello

Tom Reynolds 

Jessica Morris

Battye Library

Jennie Carter

National Archives of Australia Perth Office

Jen Ford 

ATSIS

Jane Dewing 

Community 

Dr Neville Green 

Past members

Chris Coggin – State Records Office

Maureen O’Meara – Department of Health

Tim Nelson – Department of Health

Jacquie Read – Department of Health

Stephen Loo – Department of Indigenous Affairs

Jerome Angelo – Department of Indigenous Affairs

Harry Taylor 

iii



iv

Index

Aboriginal Land Inquiry..............................................................................................................Page 1

Australian Churches of Christ Indigenous Ministries (ACCIM) .................................................Page 2

Bamburra Hostel........................................................................................................................Page 3

JS Battye Library of West Australian History.............................................................................Page 4

JS Battye Library of West Australian History – Private Archives Collections ...........................Page 5

Beagle Bay.................................................................................................................................Page 6

Bidyadanga

See La Grange Mission ....................................................................................................Page 35

Bungarun ...................................................................................................................................Page 7

Carnarvon Mission.....................................................................................................................Page 8

Carrolup

See Marribank Mission .....................................................................................................Page 40

Chief Protector of Aborigines Files 1898–1908 Index and Records – State Records Office...........Page 9

See also Native Welfare Index and Personal Client Files................................................Page 49

Children’s Cottage Home

See Sister Kate’s Home....................................................................................................Page 62

Colonial Secretary’s Office (CSO) Records – State Records Office.......................................Page 11

Community Welfare Index and Files .......................................................................................Page 13

Community and Welfare Records – State Records Office......................................................Page 14

Court Records – State Records Office....................................................................................Page 15

Department of Indigenous Affairs ............................................................................................Page 17

Derby Leprosarium

See Bungarun .....................................................................................................................Page 7

Disaster Bay.............................................................................................................................Page 18

Education and School Records – State Records Office .........................................................Page 19

Fairhaven .................................................................................................................................Page 21

Fitzroy Crossing Family Register ............................................................................................Page 22

Forrest River Mission...............................................................................................................Page 23

Geraldton/Carnarvon Catholic Records ..................................................................................Page 24

Grants of Certificate of Citizenship..........................................................................................Page 25

Health Records – State Records Office ..................................................................................Page 26

Jigalong Mission ......................................................................................................................Page 28

Kalumburu Mission ..................................................................................................................Page 29

Katitjin: A Guide to Indigenous Records in the Battye Library ................................................Page 30

Katta Djinoong – First Peoples of Western Australia ..............................................................Page 31

Kimberley Births Register ........................................................................................................Page 32

Kimberley Family Register.......................................................................................................Page 33



Index

v

Kimberley Population Health Unit............................................................................................Page 34

La Grange Mission...................................................................................................................Page 35

Land Records – State Records Office.....................................................................................Page 36

Lombadina Baptismal Records................................................................................................Page 37

Lost Lands Report ...................................................................................................................Page 38

Mt Margaret Mission ................................................................................................................Page 39

Marribank Mission....................................................................................................................Page 40

‘Mission Files Index’ – State Records Office...........................................................................Page 41

Moore River Index ...................................................................................................................Page 44

National Archives of Australia Collection.................................................................................Page 45

National Archives of Australia – Bringing Them Home Name Index ......................................Page 47

Native Welfare Index and Personal Client Files......................................................................Page 49

Native Welfare Administrative Records ...................................................................................Page 50

New Norcia – Benedictine .......................................................................................................Page 51

Norseman Mission ...................................................................................................................Page 52

Oombulgurri

See Forrest River Mission.................................................................................................Page 23

Personal History Cards and Files............................................................................................Page 53

Pilbara Census Book ...............................................................................................................Page 55

Police Records – State Records Office...................................................................................Page 56

Prison Records – State Records Office ..................................................................................Page 58

Roelands Mission ....................................................................................................................Page 59

Rossmoyne..............................................................................................................................Page 60

Royal Commissions and Committees of Inquiry – State Records Office ...............................Page 61

Sister Kate’s Home..................................................................................................................Page 62

South West Census Books......................................................................................................Page 63

State Records Office of Western Australia..............................................................................Page 64

‘Station Files Index’ – Department of Indigenous Affairs – State Records Office...................Page 66

Station Index – Department for Community Development – Native Welfare Station Files ....Page 67

Tardun ......................................................................................................................................Page 73

Tindale .....................................................................................................................................Page 74

Umbulgara

See Forrest River Mission.................................................................................................Page 23

Wyndham Baptismal Records .................................................................................................Page 76

West Australian Publications of Interest ..................................................................................Page 77


